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SWEDISH CLIMATE POLICY COUNCIL WRITES TO THE GOVERNMENT ON 
POST-CORONA PANDEMIC RECOVERY POLICY 
 
 
Invest in the continuing climate transition – not a reversion to the status quo. This is the 
key message of today’s letter from the Swedish Climate Policy Council to the Swedish 
Government and its newly formed ministerial working group on a recovery policy after 
the corona pandemic. 
 
The Government has recently established a ministerial working group on climate policy consisting of 

eight ministers led by the Prime Minister and tasked with coordinating the implementation of the 

Government’s climate policy action plan, in line with the recommendations of the Climate Policy 

Council in this year’s report. The Council welcomes this initiative and Prime Minister Stefan Löfven’s 

statement that the working group will play an important role in restarting Sweden’s economy after the 

corona pandemic. 

Sweden still lacks a policy strategy for the post-pandemic recovery. As a basis for such a strategy, the 

Council is presenting four considerations for a recovery policy that can also contribute to the 

achievement of the climate targets. These include clear leadership with a narrative that creates 

meaning and context, thus enabling all of society to mobilise around the post-crisis recovery. The 

Government should use collaborative structures and tools already in place and take action effectively 

through the synergies that exist among multiple targets. The entire recovery policy must be directed 

towards a transition to sustainability, not simply a return to the past status quo. 

The letter is based on the analytical framework developed by the Climate Policy Council and its 

previous recommendations, together with research into past societal crises. However, the corona 

crisis is unique, as is the task of devising a sustainable recovery policy with a view to net-zero 

greenhouse gas emissions. The Council therefore also stresses the particular importance of rapid 

feedback, learning and gradual policy development in line with the way the Government has 

progressively developed short-term crisis policy. 

During the year, the Climate Policy Council will develop and broaden its analysis of crisis policy. A 

weight-of-evidence assessment of the Government’s recovery policy from a climate change 

perspective will be presented in the Council’s annual report in March 2021.   

  

 
Contact: Ola Alterå, Head of Secretariat, 073-397 33 88, ola.altera@klimatpolitiskaradet.se  
 
The Swedish Climate Policy Council is an independent, multidisciplinary expert body tasked with evaluating whether 
the Government’s overall policy is aligned with the achievement of the climate targets. The long-term goal is for Sweden 
not to have any net greenhouse gas emissions to the atmosphere by 2045. Our remit also includes encouraging more 
widespread debate about climate policy in society. 
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